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,1 
BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUN 

PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELID 

O.A. NO. 727 OF 2024 

\' 
\' 

'1 N THE MATTER OF: 

NEWS ITEM TITLED " ENDANGERED GANGETIC 
DOLPHINS FOUND IN MOST TRIBUTARIES OF GANGES 
PROMPTING URGENT CONSERVATION" APPEARING IN 
MONGABY-INDIA DATED 20.05.2024. 

o 
1 

COUNTER AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OF 

CHIEF WILDLIFE WARDEN, GOVT. OF BIHAR, 

RESPONDENT NO.6 
I , 

} " i:. -MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH: 
'1' i ·,::- .I 

~ ~ a. - ' _( __ 
"c i~ "E j : ~ ~~HA Y KUMAR, aged about 51 years, son of Late Sheo Dayal 

~ J I ~? "' l ~ 
f> 

~ L :: ~ '-'> ~rma, residing at 401, Ganga-4, Jalalpur City, Ram Jaipal Path, ...,-"'" 
- E ~ ~ « 

~'. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ District- Patna, do hereby solemnly affirm and State as follows: -
' lI 11 ",,,· 
, E ~ ~ ...... 
' I~~'.. ; .. ,>,Gel 1. 
-.4 ..:o._~J l' 
~c:~;s. 

;;~~c:._ ' 
\ 0,",,; 

That I am posted as Additional Principal Chief Conservator of 

Forest-cum- Chief Wildlife Warden, Bihar and as such I am 

well aware of the facts and circumstances of the present 

matter. I have been directed by Hon'ble National Green 

Tribunal to swear the present affidavit. 

Ab~~} K~~~~ 

Additional PrinGipal Chief COIIIeMb' d FIrIIa 
<IWI'II~' Wildlife w. ..... u., 
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2. That the instant affidavit is being filed by the deponent in 

terms of the directions passed by this Hon'ble Tribunal in the 

order dated 04.09.2025. 

3. The Gangetic Dolphin is an indicator species for the river 

ecosystem and is at the apex of the food chain. It was declared 

as the national aquatic animal oflndia on 5th of October, 2009. 

This species has been included in Schedule I of the Indian 

Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972, in Appendix I of the 

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species 

(CITES), in Appendix II of the Convention on Migratory 

Species (CMS) and categorised as Endangered on the 

International Union for the Conservation of Nature (mcN) 

Red List. 

4. Dolphins in the main channel ofthe Ganga were split into four 

sub-populations when the Farakka Barrage (in 1975), the 

Ganga Barrage at Narora (1967) and the Ganga Barrage at 

Bijnor (1984) were built. 

5. The primary habitats preferred by the Gangetic Dolphins are 
.----:::--

ri
"(-A...... c racterised by an eddy-counter current system in the main .. '" 

, ~A.. K L~L 
, Di&h rA'TN~ • 

\ .. . Req N.~J. Ab~ KIA~Y-- ~ 
f.W·Ul.·G. ~ Add bonal P 

Q~ ... :~" I rincipal Chler COflWYllor Ii FCIrII/a 0,,-..... .......:.'.... -cum.chl8t Wildlife Werden, BiIw 
'. )' Of 
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river flow caused by a point bar formed from sediments and 

deposits, a convergent stream branch, or by an upstream 

meander. They are also found below sand bars and bridges 

where eddies are formed. 40%-45% of the dolphin population 

is found at junctions of tributaries with the main river stem, at 

least during the dry season, presumably being attracted to 

these areas by concentrations of prey. 

6. It is widely distributed in the state of Bihar mainly in rivers 

Ganga and its tributaries like Kosi, Mahananda, Ghaghra. The 

river Ganga flows between Chausa, Buxar and Manihari 

covering a length of 590 km. 

7. There are the challenges for conservation Gangetic Dolphin 

in Bihar like Poaching, accidental killing, dolphin-fisherman 

competition, use of Dolphin oil as bait, habitat degradation 

which includes pollution, reduction of prey base, river traffic, 

construction of damsibarrages. 

8. The State of Bihar has taken many steps for the conservation 

of Gangetic Dolphins, as explained herein below: -

A-~h.~ ku. VV'#I y-_________ 

AdallJOnal Pr"lclpal ";i'.t; ~"nser¥alor 0/ Forests 
-cum-Chlef Wild~fe Warden, BiIw 
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(i) A 60 Ian stretch of river Ganga between Sultanganj and 

Kahalgaon has been notified as wildlife sanctuary 

namely Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary 

(VGDS), and is the only protected area designated for 

Gangetic Dolphin. This is like laboratory where the 

forest department not only takes all the possible efforts 

for conservation of Gangetic Dolphin but also learns new 

things. It has given a big boost to our conservation 

efforts. 

(ii) Critical stretches for the presence of Gangetic Dolphins 

have been identified. These are Gangi-Ganga 

Confluence near Sinha Ghat, Ara 20 Ian upstream, 

Ghaghara-Ganga confluence at Doriganj, Cbhapra to 

F atuha (confluence of Ganga and Punpun) (80 Ian), Barh 

to Mokama to Maniharighat (Katihar) (210 Ian), River 

Gandak from Triveni Barrage at Indo-Nepal border to 

Ganga - Gandak confluence at Patna (332 Ian). 

These are our priority areas to focus on and this supports 

our decision-making process as far as channelling of 

resources is concerned. 

Aby...~ \(v..'fV'\I. r:--­
Additional Principal Chief Conservatcr of Forests 

-c:um-chiet Wildlife Warden, IWIIr 
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(iii) National Dolphin Research Centre has been established 

in Patna. It is going to give a big boost to our 

conservation efforts. The Centre is running well under 

the guidance of interim Director. Additional posts have 

been sanctioned on 03-10-2025. Soon, the centre will run 

at its potential. 

(iv) Protection is at the core of conservation. Regular boat 

and foot level patrolling is ensured to prevent cases of 

poaching. The department has engaged 'Dolphin Mitra' 

i.e. youths engaged from the local community to patrol 

the area and also to make people living nearby the river 

aware about Dolphin Conservation. 

(v) The forest divisions, in whose jurisdiction such areas 

fall, have deployed rapid response team having trained 

people to respond to crisis situations. There are many 

cases in which Dolphins gave been stranded and then 

rescued and released. The recent case is from Gopalganj 

where one Dolphin was rescued from a canal and 

released back in Ghaghra river on 08.10.2025. 

/'Wv ...... u ... , , ," ... I,..t,I • .. 'j .... ""'"" II ~C . fG t~ ~ rloUt$G 
~t WildJite Warden, IWw 
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(vi) Involvement of local communities through awareness 

creation is at the core of long-term strategy. Special 

emphasis IS given on awareness generation about 

Gangetic Dolphin during wildlife week (2nd-8th 

October). National Dolphin Day (5th October) is 

celebrated all across the state with active involvement of 

fishermen, people living near the rivers, students and 

NGOs. 

(vii) The department has actively involved line departments, 

NGOs, Universities in our conservation and research 

efforts. This is the concerted and coordinated efforts of 

all, which has made us reach where we are. 

(viii)The department has launched 'Dolphin Protection 

Compensation-cum-Reward Program' in 2017 in which 

a sum of Rs. 20000 is given as Compensation-cum-

Reward to the person who saves or contributes in saving 

the entangled Dolphin. Order dated 18.12.2017 issued by 

Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Bihar 

is annexed herewith as Anneuxure-l. 

Prb -y... "'"* \( \.fV>N-T'" ..-----­

Addilionll Pm:ipal Cllief CoIIInI« of Foretal 
--Chief Wildlife W..oen. Biller 
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9. 

(ix) Fishing net or gill net with less than 4 cm mesh size has 

been prohibited in rivers ofthe State by virtue of Section 

13 (ii) of The Bihar Fish lalkar Management Act, 2006 

vide Notification No. 389, dated 04.05.2006. It protects 

the catch of small fishes which are food for Gangetic 

Dolphins. Copy of The Bihar Fish lalkar Management 

Act, 2006 is annexed herewith as Annexure-2. 

(x) The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change, Govt. of India has launched Project Dolphin in 

2021 just like Project Tiger or Project Elephant. This will 

give another leap to our conservation efforts. 

(i) The survey done by WII in 2024 reveals that the 

population of Gangetic Dolphins is 1297 in a stretch of 

590 km of river Ganga, from Chausa, Buxar to 

Maniharighat (Katihar) which was 808 in 2010. This 

shows that the population of Gangetic Dolphins in River 

Ganga has increased 1.6 times in a period of 14 years 

which is quite encouraging. Vikramshila Gangetic 

Dolphin Sanctuary, Bhagalpur has 212 Gangetic 

A-b'" ~ k",""'" yo-______ 

Addilional PrinCipal Chief Conservator 01 F 
-oum-<:tuet Wildlife Warden, s::a 
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Dolphins as per survey in 2024, which was 130 in 2002. 

The population in the Dolphin sanctuary has gone up by 

1.6 times in a period of 14 years which is quite 

encouraging. Population Status of River Dolphins m 

India 2024 is annexed herewith as Annexure-3. 

(ii) The population of Gangetic Dolphins was more than 

1150 in the State of Bihar as per the Conservation Action 

Plan for the Gangetic Dolphins published by National 

Ganga River Basin Authority, Ministry of Environment 

& Forest, Govt. of India in November, 20 10, which has 

gone up to 2200 as per latest survey of WII published in 

2024. Copy of the Conservation Action Plan for the 

Gangetic Dolphin 2010-2020 issued by the National 

Ganga River Basin Authority Ministry of Environment 

& Forest, Govt of India is annexed herewith as 

Annexure-4. 

(iii) Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin Sanctury, Bhagalpur has 

212 Gangetic Dolphins as per survey in 2025, which was 

130 in 2003. The Population in the Dolphin Sanctury has 

Pro~ \<.v.V'NIY ~ 

Additional Principal Chief Conservatof of FOIISII 
-cum-Chief Wildtife Warden, Bihar 
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gone up by 1.6 times. Copy of Research and Monitoring 

Activities in the Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin 

Sanctury, Bhagalpur, Bihar April 2024 to March 2025 is 

annexed herewith as Annexure-5. 

It shows that the efforts of the Government, NGOs, 

Universities and Local People make towards 

conversation of Gangetic Dolphins are bearing fruits and 

giving positive results. 

10. The following steps are also suggested for Dolphin 

Conservation: 

(i) Intensive Awareness campaigning, Designation of Brand 

Ambassadors for awareness campaigns, 

(ii) Development of a dedicated web portal for the Gangetic 

Dolphin, 

(iii) Identification of potential dolphin sanctuaries m the 

(iv) 

(v) 

Ganga River system 

Intensifying our research work 

Capacity building of frontline staff and people having 

close interaction rivers regarding Conservation, rescue 

and rehabilitation of Dolphin. 

A-b'v\~ I<",~y ____ 

Addilional Principal Chief Conservator of F 
-cum-chief Wildlife Walden, Bihar::' 
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'. . 

(vi) Development of a sustainable fishery 30 management 

plan compatible with river dolphin existence. The 

Central Inland Fisheries Research Institute, Barrackpore 

or the Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai could 

take up this as a national review with help of each ofthe 

concerned state level fishery department. 

(vii) Environmental Impacts Assessments (EIAs) of projects 

proposed in the river basin need to focus and indicate the 

possible impact ofthe proposed activities on dolphins. 

11. That I have read the contents of the compliance affidavit and 

found the averments contained in are true and correct and 

nothing material has been concealed thereof. 
fVo~ \4J..~y 

DEPONENT ~ 
Additional ~I Chief ConIenIir d FInia 

VERIFICATION: --Chief Wijdlife warden, BiIIIr 

Verified at Patna on 21 SI day of November, 2025 that the averments 

made in the present affidavit are true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge and information derived from the records of the matter. 

~'+art of it is false and nothing material has been concealed 

~)~ _A~ ......-.:-:--_,p' . .' .. ~~~refrom. • ~ A 
~\."9 ~ (\\.. ~ ,... ._ ./ 

\~ ~<::l~~ ~ U •• ~ ~V\~~~Y 
DEPONENT ~ ~~ Y\~~ .fw· I ~ p.,. t< I")~~ \ ·U 

, DIsh . ,. c. 11 
. ' ~ ) . ~8o.) 

• I S \ Q~\l.d' :. ' . ~.,. 
i0~\\ ~"r- Of--e' --

Additional Principal Chief CorlSeMtaf d FOIeIIa 
oQIm-Chief Wildlife Warden, Bihar 
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ANNEXURE-2 

&MiIlaRi; .. 
. ~ «(Cfi1f( ·il\rSlCfjIR'(i 

f!!IItf/m!!r 

~ 
3~2006 

~O'i\\~r,0l!~94-~1R 1Wot!\!!r1n!~~~, ~lF'l'Il\: . 
!l\fr;! 1006 "". ~ ~f. • ~jJ;f 1JIIIi\IlI '* ~<t; ~ ~ iII;tlr;m , I 

·bl~t.ir. 
m§'!l1', 

·~I/i •• 1 

14 
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AN 
ACT 

15 

.' 

to provide for provisiOns for settlement of J alkars relating to the Department of 
Animal Husbandry and Fisheries, Bihar, Patna. 

Be it enac(ed by the legislatu~ of the State of Bihar in the Fifty seventh year 
of the Republic ofliulia as fullows ;-

1. Short title, Extent aDd Commencement- Jii .. 
. (i) This Act may be called The Bihar Fish lalkar Management Act, 2006. 
(ll) It shall extend to the whole ofth¢ State of Bihar. 
(iii) It shall corne mto force. with immediate effect 

2. Definitions:- In. this Act, unless the context otherwise requires l-
(i) "Disqualified Fishermen Co-operatiVe Society" means a Society which is found 

disqualified by District Fisheries Officer. 

(ii) "Applicant Fisherman" means a fisherman who has submitted an application to 
the Society for the SCttl.ement of Jalkars. 

(iii)"JaJklIr" means Tank, Pokhar, Allar, River,water course channel, 'Chaur', 
'Dhav' , reservoir Lake, Ox-bow lake etc. under DepartnJeotof Animal Husbandry 
and Fisheries, Bihar, in which Makhana, Singhara & fish is reared. 

(iv)"Water area" means total area of said Jalkar recorded in the Revenue Kbatiyan 
record;;" 

(v) "District Fisheries Officer" means District Fisheries Officer-cum-ChiefExecutive 
Officer, Fish Farmers Development Agency notified by Government. .'" 

(vi) "Family" means husband-wife, minor son and unmarried daughter. '" 
(vii) "Settfement Year" means a period from First July to 30th June but fot Singhara, . 

Makhana-cum-fish JaIkars, this period would be from I st October to 30th September. 

(viii) "Fishermen" means ~ person who is a professional fishennan engaged in 
fishing and fish culture. 

(Ix) "Fishermen Co-operative Society" means a Fishertnen Co-operative Society at 
Block level registered under Bihar Co-operative. Societies Act 1935 and Bihar 

Self Supporting Co-operative Societies Act 1996 in which the members are only 
Fisherman 

(x) "Fishing Zone" means the water area in which fishing is possible. 
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11 16 
11. Declaration of Parta :- Site inspection report will be placed before the Reserve DelJOSit 

Fixation Committee by District Fisheries Officer, if the Jalkar remains unsettled after two 
limited bids. After considering the facts mentioned in the report this committee shall refix 
their reserve deposit amount or shall. declare them temporarily parta and may ~e 
recommendation to the Managing Committee for long term settlement. 1# 

12. Claims of ~ebedulenient !Remission :-
(i) Claim for Reschedulement I Remiss ion may be made only in the case of damage 

by natural calamity such as earthquake, flood, drought or fish epidemic. Claim of, 
remission will not be admissible for damage caused by other reasons. 

(ii) Application for claim of remission I reschedulement by Society will be received 
in the office of the District Fisheries Officer within two months of occurrence of 
natural calamity. Along with. the application, a copy of the proceeding of meeting 
ofllie managing committee of the society shall be enclosed, in wWch member 
wise amount of proposed reschedulement Iremission is clearly mentioned. 

(iii) The managing committee may consider the cllrim of reschedulementlremission Ir' 
only after receipt ofconcemed certificate of natural calamity by Collector 
and I or fish epidemic certificate by Divisional Deputy Director (Fisheries). 

(iv) The amount of remission will not be more than the amount of the next 
installment and the period of reschedulement will not be more than the 
remaining period of settlement. Drawing of water from tanks, reservoirS and 
mauns for irrigation shall be prohibited. District Fisheries Officer may order for 
drawing ofwatet for irrigation when the water level is minimum average five 
feets in these jalkars. 

(v) The society shall not be deemed to be a debtor till the final decision of the 
government on the claim of legal remission. 

(vi) Drawing of water from tanks, reservoirS and mauns for irrigation shall be 
prohibited. District Fisheries Officer may order for drawing of water for 
irrigation when the water level is minimum average five feets in these jalkars. 

'l~·'.~_.Jtg,~i#i!J),:·, 
(i) FiIl~g inrivers shall be prohibited from 15th Juneto lSthAugust. 
(jll}t~h,irl~net·Qtomlletwlth.~~41lm"MeShs~ s!Wlbeprghibitedin 

t;ivers; • . 
(iii) Fishing of fingerlings of culturablefishes of any species shall be prohibited. 
(iv) Putting offence or any obstruction restricting the movement offish shall be 

prohibited in rivers and reservoir. 
(v) Use of dynamite or explosives, poison and poisonous chemicals for fishing shall 

be prohibited. 

14. Appeal and Revision :-
(i) An appeal against all decisions regarding short term settlement taken by District 

Fisheries Officer and Deputy Director may be filed before the Director Fisheries. 
(Ii) An appeal against of all decisions taken by Collector and Director Fisheries 

may be filed in the Court of Departmental Commissioner. 
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ANNEXURE-3 

IN INDIA 

CITAT~ 
Qamor Qure.hI.VI.hnupriyo Kolipokom. Abdul wa~id, Saumilro ~upto. 'S<!t-to 
Pr~t\ VadioV. Virendro R. TiWdtl C. 81\1ostl Ronjan. POpulation Stpt\l$. of RIVet 
Polp~tns In l1\dio. 2021 • 2~ (2024).Mlnrst.:y'of Environment Forest CIne! Climate 

CtlalTqe. He';; Deihl ond WIIdU'* Itl'tlMe' of India. DeIl,¢dun. 

ISBN No. IPrlnIJ , 971l-a\·9m!i9-:l-4 
IS8N Ni>. IE~~trQ"1c1 'Q78~8"'Q1276q·lcO 

Cover IInaqe ,Oanes,h Cnowdhury 
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VI jBiHAR & JHAR~HAND 

fOPI;Jl.AilON 
UTtMAn 

2220 
(2118 ... 232.9) 

·NUMa~~Of1 
SVIl'VE"f rows ~ 

38 
L!l:ASTCOO\ll1 

1813 

77 . 

2 

NcUM~ROF 
il:llOME1:ER$ SlJWlf'reD 

1368 

. . ~I.IM$f!lQl' 
IUVERSsURVEVED 
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19 
VII BIHAfl& JHARXHAND 

TABLE 6.2 
GangltS Fliver .OqlphIIlP(lPuJ/itiolllmlm.~.In~l!la MChatma to M~nihari IlIId {1s~IbUll!riesGimdllR ,Maltanatlda; 
KOSI ~n.d ~rt at ~alit 81h1#;and~itJ'h"'ftcfflJlmahalln J/larldt/lna, 
N4 iK ilIu ~'~flOf;W~~,~,!Jrrtfltff~ lSi ~~COlritC(fd e~(9f rMiY '(pu Ki1i~ Nw:I4-Jh~'_~f tmd iW$bilftY 
~ft~,~t(h:wdi-tm:~ ll;thlJ'a~(:arnhwfll_ty,~lMemmlfrmfU'.JpfNKtf1J. 

83 

3 
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ANNEXURE-4 

2010-2020 
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TABLE 1: 
POPULATION STATUS OF THE GANGETIC DOLPHIN IN THE 

GANGA RIVER SYSTEM 

The Ganga 
(Bljnor Barrage to 

Narora Barrage 

The Ganga 
(Allahabad to Buxar) 

169 km 

425 km 

36 
(dis survey) 

56 

172 
(dis survey) 

Sinha et a!. (2000) 
(pers. comm. 

S. Behera 2010) 

Sinha etal.(2000) 

21 

The Ganga 
(Maniharighat to Farakka) 

100 km 24 
(dis survey) 

pers. comm. R. K. Sinha 

The Bhagirathi 
(Jangipur Barrage to Trlveni) 320 km 

119 
(dis survey) 

Sinha et al.(2000) 
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The River Yamuna 
(froni confluence of 

Chambal to Allahabad) 

Jl!ufK~.i 
(:KQ$i·Iifa~.to·~li$el~) 

The River Girwa 
(India-Nepal border to 

Girijapuri Barrage) 

TheChambal 
(Keshoraipatan 

to Pachnada) 

The. Kumarl (from confluence 
of Sind River) 

250 km 

200.1u"11 

20 km 

567 km 

100 km 

104 

85. 
(disct~. 
surVey} 

23 (dis survey) 
28 

93 

Nil 

LL 

. WWF Nepal (2006) 

Sinha and Sharma 
(2003a) 

Smithet al.(1994) 
WWF Nepal (2006) 

WWF Nepal (2006) 

Sinha et al. (~OOO) 
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ANNEXURE-S 

Re$_th~.~_i.,gAaMttesm·th~· 

Vikra ...........•.•. ·· .. · .•...••... ·.· ..• msNI ....... ·.· ..•.... · .. ·.·· ... · .....•. ·.· .. ·.· ....... ·.8.··· .. • .• · •. · .•.•. 6.· .... · •. <a .••.. · .. · .... :.· •. ·.· .. •·.•.· .. ··.· ... e.· .. ·.· .•.. ~ .... i .. t ... DO .. · ......... · ... 1"" .. ·•· ......... · ...... i .•. n.· .. · ....•.•.... · ...... S.·. ·.a.·.· •.... · .. n ...•...... ·.·ctua •.....•.. · ..............•.•.............•.....•...........• rv, .•.............. ' .. 
_~Ii~;·AtI'iJ.~Qi4tQ_ •• 25·. 

j>(:CF'Cl.I~.cI\I.lWlJdllfqWar"~tt 
&OM5i(l!WF.,test()tflt~r.· Sl1IIealpur Dl"IsIOI'I, 

. \)1I1lt. of~nvtfoJ'\ment, forests, and tll!l1,<te cna.,ge, G<>veroment~f Bihar •. 

bv . 
Or. Nathlkltt Kelkar 

" " ' 

Head,RlyerineEcqsy5temSi!I)d.·UvellttoodSllf?srartlme,l,VIld\\feC9nselvattQn Tr\l~t 
Member, State80;lrd for Wlldlifel Nat!onaIOolpliinResearchCentre.COmmlt~ee. 

Oept. 'of t;1'IV,~onmelit~F()I'e~,and CII~taCh~l\ge,~ovt •• of·IlIMr. 
Member, IUcNCetOlCeanSpe~@II~Group, 
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observer sUPleyslhlhe downstrl'amdlreJ:tJOn (wJ~h /Iow), whl~h Irwolvedtwp team~ and WOUld 

allowexpHcit esti",ado~ of Pl>pu""tlOn me with\h'" as""clat';d uncertainty due to sig~g,bla$es. 
The ppPQlatIOO;es(lmatl~methQdo{bgybased "" dou~-ohs~",,,,, sutveysIs <;qndlited with two 

ilbserverte.m,.(p{alformsl.on~. s;lmebo;ltstannlng.the sameateasimultaneOl!Sly., wltlJ lUll 

I~endence of dell!CtIi:lI'lll,.The c;!l$!<:tlbn~ by the tWo teams.r~ matciledp.QS\ hoc ~llsed on 

sighting time and odomQI.rr."~ through" scientlllcaUyrobust process Involving fbur stag"', of 

,,,,,,,"Iog II) Id~nti(ysigtrtlngs'<pmmon" to batt> teams,. and "UniqUe" Sighting' by oithe,eHlle 
- .- , " . 

, teams, TheptO!!01 i:iOI1$of coll1mO"·and .nlque slghtlrlp ate llSed to calcljlijte !he ~umb"" Ofm~ 

animals, which pf!)"I~!!S il<t.e.tlmat~~hheaclual. pOpUlat!oosi:e Of!>anlie.,Jver. dolphins. We·also 

r:alib,atedanc;lf()und ~~ S\iI~e-ob&el'ier countsurveys.an ~e "corrected" by sighting distances, 

.ishtiil8 col"fltl<l!lSib~ speed.;tnd fiver ~I!aMel \lli.dtb. Thiscotrectlon the". iillowed us to estimate 

trenc;!s""""!li!s.slYrfoin lont!-te'rnan~1 popullltif)neStlmates, Sln(e·101H2. UI'ItD todav. W!! ~e 
selring'!li phaseo/stllblUty,. 

Figurel.Pppulat1Qn trel1dsofGange$ r"''''' d()ljlhins rntbeVikla!l)shiia GarigetlO Dolphin $an~w!rv, 

6 

2 

24 
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Incur latest ,uMOyl1l Febttiary202S, we estlmilted a t_labl!ndanc!O of 211% iJ,Gan,.s riIIer 

d"l"hil15(SS"~ence,f.,telVi11l :1(l6-natfi'ol1lth;idoubllHlblerver suney lit llie 73.7 itm 

str!ltChcl the Wos,1'bl's estImateinciudiI<J1U adufl:s, 92 sub.adu!!:., and 8 .a,lVes. We recOtck!d 

two dofphlndeatll" BkeiV,cli:tet.ioyca!chanltonetaraeted kilung Case (i., kah~l&aonlln2Q24-:ZS.Th. 

repcrted number of 'deaths ~Iow"r '''thiS yearthanJn, the previOUs. OVerall, the rille. dolphin 

papulli(lon "'!.IV tJecOl\Ol<!erfl(! itJtble;an<tlluctualillC __ ndarisllerage of2DG dol}lhlflSrnt~ 

sano;tuary. Thg (!!stri~utrO<l, hOmw!.S"f Ganges river dolphins (Flgilre 2) ijlong Sultallganj, Tintang.-

'E1uddfllrehal\, ~ghPP\lI·~~.tra, anlf d~n$\tealll9l:8haiialpur (IrQmw.ast tohst), ,,1:10 remained' 
, ~tabl",~resenc.llfcalW$andj~ill!s,WlI.n"tedaf all river <l"jphlnh~ 

, , 

We ,haq~ondlicted. !'tv"r do!phlnsutvey 10 lupe ,2023 to .sseS$ the Imp • .,\ of the 

Sultanganj-i\g\lWl\nigh"t brldge'collapSe<)n ~I~ J~* 2023, 00 dolpl\!n.abui"\da!lc.ea'MdlstrU'l\JtiOn 

Withill·tI1~ .sarn:t\I~ty~ln June Z013,IIl_ GlI"-U rlyefllolpllr"jlQpula~lon WlIsestlmate<l.at 112 t 18 

GallCIIsrillerclofphlns, ba'fd on an Up$tleall\ (Ourit and slghtJroccilstanc ... besed cClrredlon· for 

.. detedlon. This nearty QWrI'pPfi!d "'1M ttle Fti!brua(y'~EI23abundance ~llI'I<Ite of 19~ t l!Ga~'U 

river dolphins In the'!z k~stret(h(jf fueVGOS.Two reasons were noted fot. this dltferen~:l) 
weather conditionS led to \Qw visibility In some segmen~ 01 the Bhagalpur,Sllltanganjstretch, and ~) 

detection 01. doJJlhioscoul~ be alfectedby rlslngwai~r I~vels In May and June, afterwhkh they 

often move .1010 shallower slde-chann,lIs, The dlfterence was n~t cond\lslltl! to Say that tlte Gansu 

, ': """', . 
'j'hltru;hWwW OpgU;ful $9rnn923tnfi/h1hgt,nll1,h'~kurjliifS-dreilm>bd@1'.pV'drjlitOtM'to!!iW;Wti;jlgajtHjw!Dtt-Cotl51!vdkmi 

7 

3 

7150 
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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI 

IN THE MATTER OF: ' 
Original Application No. 727/2024 

News Item titled "Endangered Gangetic dolphins found in most tributaries of Ganges prompting urgent conservation" 
appearing in Mongaby- In~3a dated 20.05.2024 ' 

VAKALATNAMA 

K:NOWALL to whom these present shall come that I Abhay Kumar, Chief WIldlife Warden, Bihar the above named 
Respondent-No.6 do hereby appoint 

A W ASTHI AND ASSOCIATES, Adv()(!ates 
Rishi K. Awasthi D/61/2004, Ritu Arora D/935/2001, Amit Vikram Awasthi, D/2419/2011,Piyush Vatsa 

D/2540/2015, 
Avinash Anldt D/3701/2018, R.K. Gupta Rl3055/2021, Rahul Raj Misbra, Adv, EnroU. No. DI7773/2018, 

Kapil M Kant, Adv, Enroll. No. UP-0958612015, 
Abbigyat Cbaitanya Adv Enroll. BR-1855/2022 and Isbaan Raj Adv Enron. BR-l!49/2023 

Address: A-21, UGF, Defence Colony, New Delbi-U0024, 
Phone No. 011-40104221 

(herein after called the advocate/s) to be my/our Advocate in the above noted case) thereby authorizing him/them:­
To act, appear and plead in the above-noted case In this Court or in any other Court In which the same may be tried 
or heard and also in the appellate Court including High Court subJect to payment of fees separately for each Court 
by mel us. 
To sign, file verify and present pleadings, appeals, cross obJections or petitions for execution review, revision, 
withdrawal, compromise or other petitions or affidavits or other documents as may be deemed necessary or proper 
for the prosecution of the said case in all its stages. 
To file and take back documents to admit and/or deny the documents of opposite party. 
To withdraw or compromise the $.,,1..1 ---- -- .L - • 'oltratlon any differences or disputes that may arise touching 

or in any manner relatin~ ~ 2 ' " 
To take execution proce~ COURl FEE 

NC1 Of DELHI 

The deposit, draw and DLC1250407712516K I grant receipts thereof and to do all other acts and things 

;:i~p;:I:tb:;:= \ '\~I\.,ii\I.II\1 ~r~z:r~:ftoth:::=~: ;:::r':~~ C::~r;ty hereby 
conferred upon the Adv.o~ , c U ._, ...... " 0- C/o so and to sign the Power of Attorney on our behalf. 
And I/We the undersigned do hereby agree to ratify and confirm r,I' I"lt'tl'\ .-I""" hv tJ,. ~"-Iv ...... ,.,·,, M his substitute in 
the matter as my lour own acts, as if done by me/us to all Intents and 
And I/We undertake that I / we or my lour duly authorized agent w ,arings and will 
inform the Advocates for appearance when the case Is called. 
Ana I /we undersigned do hereby agree not to hold the advocate :'e result of the 
said case. The adJournment costs whenever ordered by the Court she: all receive and 
retain himself. And I /we the undersigned do hereby agree that in the event of the whole or part of the fee agreed 
by me/us to be paid to the Advocate remaining unpaid he shall be entitled to withdraw from the prosecution of the 
·sald case untiLJhe same Is paid up. The fee settled Is only for the above case and above Court. I/We herebY agree 
that once the fee is paid. I /we will not be entitled for the refund o,f the same in any case whatsoever. If the case lasts 
for more than 'three years, the advocate shall be entitled for additional fee equivalent to half of the agreed fee for 
every addition three years or part thereof. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF I/We do hereunto set my lour hand to these presents the contents of which have been 
understood by me/us on this 20th day of November, 2025 

~( 
~lient 

, .( 

~~~ 
Client 
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Nabi Hasan <nabihasan48@gmail.com>

Advance Service of News Item titled "Endangered Gangetic dolphins found in
most tributaries of Ganges prompting urgent conservation" appearing in
Mongaby- India dated 20.05.2024 in Original Application No. 727/2024
1 message

Nabi Hasan <nabihasan48@gmail.com> Sat, Nov 22, 2025 at 1:42 PM
To: Rajan Shaw <rajan.shaw543@gmail.com>, gigicgeorge.adv42@yahoo.in,
saurabh.balwani@balwanilawchambers.com
Cc: rishi awasthi <rishikawasthi@yahoo.co.in>

Dear Sir,

Please find attached herewith a copy of Counter Affidavit No. 6 filed on behalf of Respondent No. 6 (State of Bihar), to
be placed before the Hon’ble National Green Tribunal, New Delhi.

Kindly acknowledge receipt of the advance service.

Thanks & Regards

Nabi Hasan 
Office of Mr. Rishi K. Awasthi, Advocate 
A-21, Upper Ground Floor, Defence Colony
NEW DELHI-110024
 (M) +91-8527606415
nabihasan48@gmail.com

Counter Affidavit in News Item titled Endangered Gangetic dolphins found in most tributaries of Ganges
prompting urgent conservation.pdf
5637K
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